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lodgings and sent information to his friends and newspapers, but
requested them not to start any agitation in the press until the
Government orders were known.
In the meanwhile Haque, Brajkishore Babu, Anugraha Narayan,
Shambu Saran, Rajendra Prasad and Polak arrived in Motihari.
They held consultations and decided that in case Gandhi was jailed,
Haque and Brajkishore should take the lead. And if they were
removed others should continue the work.
From April 19 onwards, batches after batches of tenants began to
pour in, and Gandhi and his party recorded their statements from
6.30 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. every day. Before putting anything on paper
tenants were cross-examined so that nothing false should appear in
the statements. To help in this work a number of volunteers had
arrived and a house had to be rented to lodge them.
Before Gandhi could receive the sentence, the magistrate sent a
written message at 7 a.m. on April 21 that the Lt.-Governor had
ordered the case against Gandhi to be withdrawn. The collector
wrote to Gandhi saying that he was at full liberty to conduct the
proposed inquiry and that he might count on whatever help he needed
from the officials.
On April 22 Gandhi started for Bettiah. The people cheered him
and showered flowers on him. The Bettiah platform was so crowded
that the train had to be stopped some way off to avoid accident.
When Gandhi got down from a third-class compartment and entered
a carriage, the people unharnessed the horses to pull the carriage
themselves but he would not allow it.
On April 23 he saw Mr. Lewis, the subdivisional magistrate of
Bettiah, and Mr. Whitty, the manager of the Bettiah raj. On the
following day, Gandhi and Brajkishore paid a visit to Laukaria.
There Gandhi talked to villagers and inquired about their wages.
Mr. Lewis, who never before had met the people, visited the place
where statements were being recorded. The tenants fearlessly talked
of their grievances. Gandhi spent two days in the village, and on
the evening of the 25th he came back all the way walking from
Laukaria to Bettiah.
Early in the morning of April 27, Gandhi and his party started
on foot from Narkatiaganj station for Murali Bharahwa. They
managed to reach Rajkumar Shukla's village by ten. Gandhi found
Shukla's house in dilapidated condition. It had been looted by the